
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for Children and Family Services 
held on Monday, 1st July, 2013 in Committee Suite 1 & 2, Westfields, Middlewich 

Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillors Rachel Bailey. 
 
Councillors in attendance: 
Councillors Rhoda Bailey, B Burkhill, D Mahon and D Neilson. 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Fintan Bradley – Head of Strategy, Planning and Performance 
Barbara Dale – School Admissions and Organisation Manager 
Andy Kent – Liaison Manager Children and Families 
Cherry Foreman – Democratic Services 

 
5 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

6 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

7 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

8 PROPOSED SCHOOL EXPANSIONS - WILMSLOW  
 
Consideration was given to the publication of statutory notices detailing the 
expansion of Wilmslow Grange Community Primary and Nursery School, 
Handforth, of Dean Oaks Primary, Wilmslow, and to agree in principle to the 
proposed expansion of Lacey Green Primary Academy. 
 
A detailed background to the need for the expansions was given, and also of the 
responses received, the majority of which were in support.  Local Members 
attended the meeting and raised questions in respect of for how long the 
increased numbers would be adequate, the adequacy of playground provision for 
increased numbers, traffic problems in the vicinity of Schools in the area as a 
whole, and whether or not an increase in numbers was planned for St Benedict’s 
Catholic Primary in Handforth.   
 
The forecast figures on which the proposed expansions were based were 
explained further and the position regarding St Benedict’s, which was referred to 
in the report, was discussed.  It was reported that traffic problems were a 
planning and highways matter although guidance was provided to Schools on 
how to manage the traffic conditions outside their premises; it was agreed, 
however, that the comments made on local traffic conditions would be followed 
up. 
 



RESOLVED 
 

1. That approval be given permission to the publication of statutory notices 
detailing the Authority’s proposed expansion of: 

 
• Wilmslow Grange Community Primary and Nursery School, 

Handforth - from 210 to 315 pupil places;  
• Dean Oaks Primary, Wilmslow - from 315 to 420  pupil places; 
 

2. That approval in principle be given to the proposed expansion of Lacey 
Green Primary Academy which, as stated, in paragraph 1.5 of the report 
was subject to approval by the Secretary of State of the necessary 
amendment to the Academy’s funding agreement.  

 
 

9 PROPOSED SCHOOL EXPANSIONS - MACCLESFIELD  
 
Consideration was given to the outcome of the consultation on the proposed 
expansion of Ash Grove Primary and Nursery School, Macclesfield, and to the 
issue statutory public notices.  The proposal would return the School to a one 
form entry and address its growing popularity and increased demand from the 
local community. 
 
In response to a question from a local member it was confirmed that the demand 
was from the local community and was not expected to adversely affect the 
intake at other Schools in the area. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That approval be given to the publication of statutory notices detailing the Local 
Authority’s proposed expansion of: 
 

• Ash Grove Primary School and Nursery, Macclesfield – from 105 to 210 
pupil places for completion by September 2014. 

 
 

10 WOODCOCKS WELL CE CONTROLLED SCHOOL - CHANGE OF STATUS  
 
The Portfolio Holder for Children and Families confirmed that, in accordance with 
Section 100B (4) (b) of the Local Government Act 1972, she was of the opinion 
that this item should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency for the 
reasons outlined in the report and as reported at the meeting. 
 
Consideration was given to the proposal that Woodcocks Well CE Controlled 
School becomes Church of England Aided.  The Governing Body of the School 
had made the request and the regulations required the Authority to make the 
decision on the proposal.  The Diocese of Chester, staff, parents and the local 
church and community all supported the application. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That approval without modification be given to the proposal from the Governing 
Body of Woodcock’s Well CE Controlled Primary School that it become Church of 



England Aided with effect from 1 September 2013, and that Officers be authorised 
to take the actions required for implementation as required in the regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 11.00 am 
 

Councillor (none) 
 

 


